Trends in antifungal research.
With the increasing use of aggressive immunosuppressive therapies in the management of a variety of patient populations, the continuing presence of the AIDS pandemic and the therapeutic advances employed in critical care settings, an increasing number of serious fungal infections are being encountered by today's practicing clinicians. Traditionally, antifungal drug therapy has been delivered by means of intravenous infusion, oral administration, or topical application. Recently, a number of alternative routes of antifungal drug delivery have been developed and investigated, and the traditional means of antifungal administration have been improved to facilitate the therapeutic use of new and reformulated antifungal agents. Organized based on the route of administration, this chapter reviews these advances in antifungal drug delivery.